ous that this has not happened nor was it expected to happen. There
is still a minority of thirty-five million Muslims in India and a
minority of thirteen million non-Muslims in Pakistan. But between
these numbers and a hundred million there is a difference not of
quantity but of quality. A minority of a hundred million depressed
and discontented Muslims in the vast Indo-Pakistan sub-continent
would have been the greatest single unstable element in the world.
It is our firm belief that the emergence of Pakistan, where the
majority of these Muslims can now lead a life of their own, has
saved the architecture of New Asia from a strain which would
have been excessive and extremely hazardous for the peace of the
world.
None of us in Pakistan since our independence has for a single
moment regretted the decision that was taken by our great leader
and our people. On the contrary every day that has passed has con-
vinced us that if we had done otherwise, history would not have
forgiven us.
From the beginning, we were faced with enormous difficulties.
. . . Certain elements in the neighbouring country which had re-
sented the emergence of Pakistan tried to break Pakistan by throw-
ing upon it within the space of a few weeks the economic burden of
seven million refugees, who, driven out of their ancestral homes,
sought shelter with us. This was attended by retaliation and caused
great suffering and misery in both countries. But none of our people
even in their greatest moment of pain and anger ever resented or
questioned the right of their neighbours* enjoying their own freedom
and independence. The two governments, as you know, have re-
cently come to a happy understanding about the humane and just
treatment of the minorities in their respective territories. This
understanding has been enthusiastically welcomed by every man,
woman and child in Pakistan and it shall always be our earnest
and proud endeavour to see that democracy and the equality of
citizenship irrespective of race, creed or religion which are the
fundamental principles of our way of life and to which we have
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